Sydney Collective Memory Meeting

Friday July 14, 2006

John Sutton and Amanda Barnier
Final Schedule
Our Venue

Coogee Surf Lifesaving Club, Coogee Beach, Sydney
Our Participants

We are 15 academics from a broad range of disciplines including psychology, philosophy, history of science, english, and other social sciences, but all with an interest in memory. Also on hand will be 12 postgrads, postdocs and early career researchers with an interest in memory. Read more about us on the biography page of our website: http://www.phil.mq.edu.au/staff/jsutton/CMMParticipants.html
Our Structure
The main aim of this relatively informal and exploratory meeting is to start conversations about collective memory and to brainstorm future directions for inquiry and research. To ensure that all of us from our distinct disciplinary worlds get the chance to contribute, we’ve set a rough schedule and structure. We’ve divided the day into five sessions, which focus on five major sets of burning questions:

1. What is collective memory?

2. How do groups work to process information, especially memories?

3. What are the pathways to (and between) individual and collective memory?

4. How do we best study relationships between memory, culture and history?

5. Where to next?

To get us started on each topic, in Sessions 1-4, we nominate three initial speakers. The first speaker in each session will lead the session with a target talk of no longer than 20 minutes. Your brief is to offer strong or controversial views on each topic, whether by reference to your own work or important related work. The second and third speaker in each session will respond to the target talk in no longer than 10 minutes each. Your brief is to respond to the first speaker’s talk by commenting directly on their arguments and/or by telling us about your work and your take on this topic. Thus, the three talks in each session will run for no more than 40 minutes, leaving time for others to contribute and for discussion amongst the entire group, which we hope will continue during the tea and lunch breaks, into the final brainstorming session of the day, Session 5, and on to dinner and the future.
In preparing for this meeting:

· We ask everyone to read the list of burning questions at the end of this program; we will be trying to address as many of these as possible.

· For the first speakers in each session, we ask you to be prepared to shake us up with 15-20 minutes on your topic (and whichever burning questions you think appropriate).

· For the second and third speakers in each session, we ask you to take a look at the reading provided by the first speaker in your session and come prepared to respond to their comments and to tell us about your views on this topic (and whichever burning questions you think appropriate).

· For everyone, come prepared for a stimulating day of contributing to and listening to discussion. Please take another look at the Collective Memory Website, and read through your colleagues’ bios and some of their work if you have the chance: http://www.phil.mq.edu.au/staff/jsutton/CollectiveMemoryMeeting.html
Technical Stuff and a Special Treat

We will supply a laptop, date projector, and screen for visual presentations. Please bring any visual material as Powerpoint slides saved on a memory stick (if possible). Alternatively, email Powerpoint files to Amanda Barnier ahead of the meeting (A.Barnier@unsw.edu.au).

During lunch, Kazuo Mori has offered to demonstrate his innovative MORI technique for collective memory (eyewitness) research.

Our Program

	9.30 to 10.15
	Morning coffee
	

	10.15 to 10.30
	Welcome, introductions and burning questions
	Amanda Barnier

John Sutton

	10.30 to 11.30
	Session 1, What is “collective memory”?
	Bill Hirst

Fred D’Agostino

Ineke Wessel

	11.30 to 11.45
	Morning Tea
	

	11.45 to 12.45
	Session 2, Group cognition and memory
	Rob Wilson

Ross Poole

Martin Conway

	12.45 to 2.00
	Lunch

(and demonstration of MORI technique)
	Kazuo Mori

	2.00 to 3.00
	Session 3, Pathways to individual and collective memory
	Elaine Reese

Lyn Tribble

Kazuo Mori

	3.00 to 4.00
	Session 4, Method, culture and history
	Qi Wang

Richard Yeo

Maryanne Garry

	4.00 to 4.30
	Afternoon tea
	

	4.30 to 5.30
	Session 5, Brainstorming future directions
	Amanda Barnier

Emily Holmes

John Sutton

	5.30 to 6.30
	A few drinks
	

	6.30 on
	Dinner
	


Burning Questions (roughly sorted into our 4 main themes)
1. What is collective memory?
· What is “collective memory”? (I’m sure we all have some idea of what it is, but is there a collective idea, and if yes, what is it?)
· What exactly do we mean by collective memory?
· When is autobiographical memory collective, and when is collective memory autobiographical?

· Is the study of collective memory more than simply the examination of social influence on memory?  And if so, how?
· What is the relation between collective memory and autobiographical memory?
· How do collective memories contribute to collective identities?

2. Group cognition and memory 

· Is the distinction between flash-bulb memory and collective memory simply a case of personal vs. collective? Do flash-bulb memories become collectivised over time?
· What social and personal factors lead people's memories to be more or less influenced by what other people tell them?

· In what ways are psychological capacities, such as memory capacities, viewed as prior to or more basic than social phenomena in the cognitive and social sciences, and how are such views manifested in contemporary explanatory practices in those sciences?

· Social or collective memory often seems to be discussed in terms of sharing of propositional knowledge. Is social memory embodied? Can we think of memory as distributed across social actors and the environment? Can social memory be a form of knowing-how rather than (or in addition to) knowing-that?

· How can psychology, with its focus on the individual, contribute to the burgeoning literature in the social sciences on collective memory?
3. Pathways to individual and collective memory

· We know that at some point in development, individuals learn to tell their families’ stories, as well as stories of personally experienced past events. My hunch is that this transition is occurring in middle childhood, yet there’s very little research on autobiographical memory in middle childhood. The appropriation of family stories hasn’t yet happened in early childhood, but by adolescence, most individuals seem to have a store of family memories that they can report. So my question is: how and when are children appropriating family stories of events that occurred before they were born? And how might individual differences in taking on family stories influence children’s self concept and their well-being in adolescence?
· In order to extend the research on memory socialization into middle childhood, we need new methods of assessing family storytelling. Fivush et al.’s (2004) mealtime conversations seem like a promising direction, but it’s very time-intensive to transcribe and code these conversations. Is there an age-appropriate semi-structured memory task that could be used to assess socialization of family stories in middle childhood, similar to the semi-structured task used in early childhood? Or should we be going in completely the opposite direction first in order to tap naturally occurring family stories? 
· How can clinical psychology profit from insights / methods from the collective memory area?

· How can we link research on collective memory to clinical phenomenology, e.g., intrusive and distressing memories?

· What role do intra-individual variables (e.g., emotion, suggestibility) play?

· How might collective memory concepts be relevant to the impact of large-scale events (e.g., terrorism)? How does collective memory have an impact on the development of psychopathology/ symptoms following such events?
4. Method, culture and history

· How can we arrange structures, cultures, practices, and other institutions so that collectives work efficiently and effectively in relation to memory? (i.e., how can we use collective resources to improve our ability to remember accurately and in ways relevant to current interests?)
· Is it possible to investigate collective memory qualitatively/experimentally? (I ask this because most papers seem to deal with the discourse and processes of collective memory.)

· We know people discuss events together and people's memories can be affected by discussion. Can we make changes to the justice system that will address the potential problems of discussion - is there anything we actually do about it?

· Is it possible to use co-witness information to change a person’s memory for an event in which they actively participated rather than passively observed?
· How is it possible to obtain the potential psychological and operational benefits of post-incident debriefings without the negative consequences to memory?
· What can contemporary memory researchers learn from historical studies of memory (and vice versa)?
· How does cultural communication affect group memory? How has collective memory changed as society has moved from gathering information from traditional media sources (e.g. newspapers, national radio, history textbooks) to contemporary media sources (e.g., blogging, email, fragmented histories)? On the one hand newspapers offer a limited perspective on global events, but on the other hand, they are written by culturally authorized voices (e.g. journalists). Authorization through education ensures a level of analysis and moral responsibility over and above the writing standards needed for internet publication, yet it is precisely the lack of authorization for internet publishing that enables the expression of diversity and dissent. The dominant voices on the internet depend not on education, but on financial capital and technological competence. I hypothesize a number of consequences on our collective memories: 1) the fragmentation of shared histories, 2) the reduction of the epistemological currency of testimony, 3) the increase in individual participation in cultural narratives, 4) the increase of conflict between sub-cultures and specific identities.

· What normative ethical issues exist for collective memory: histories and propaganda? E.g. What can we learn from the obliteration of Cambodia’s cultural heritage?  Was Charles De Gaulle unethical to repress the truth of the Vichy government?
And Some Relevant Background Readings from John

The following readings provide useful background to the questions we will address in each session:

- Maurice Halbwachs, ‘Individual Memory and Collective Memory’, chapter 1 of The Collective Memory (NY: Harper & Row, 1980), 22-49

- Maurice Halbwachs, ‘Historical Memory and Collective Memory’, chapter 2 of The Collective Memory (NY: Harper & Row, 1980), 50-87

- Wulf Kansteiner, 'Finding Meaning in Memory: a methodological critique of collective memory studies', History and Theory 41 (2002), 179-197

- Kerwin Lee Klein, 'On the Emergence of Memory in Historical Discourse', Representations 69 (2000): 127-150

- Katherine Nelson, ‘Self and social functions: individual autobiographical memory and collective narrative’, Memory 11 (2003), 125-136.

- Jeffrey K. Olick, 'Collective Memory: the two cultures', Sociological Theory 17 (1999), 333-348

